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Primary Science Progression Map
Lent Rise School Nursery to Year 6
Version 1.2 Updated 6 October 2026
This master map brings Lent Rise School's science teaching sequence, substantive knowledge and working scientifically into one editable document. It records learning once and shows where it is taught from Nursery to Year 6.
The EYFS entries are drawn from Lent Rise School's Nursery and Reception Understanding the World progression documents. Years 1 to 6 are aligned to the current Department for Education primary science programmes of study and the school's confirmed teaching sequence.
	Document detail
	Information

	Document owner
	Science subject leader

	Scope
	Nursery and Reception foundations; Years 1 to 6

	Status
	Whole-school progression and teaching sequence

	Next planned review
	July 2027 and on publication of revised statutory science requirements



Year group colour key
	EYFS
Nursery & Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6




How to use this map
The overview shows the teaching sequence. The strand tables retain National Curriculum knowledge in the relevant units and add teaching times. Nursery and Reception show the science-related learning within Understanding the World. A blank entry means that no planned teaching for that strand has been identified in that year; it does not imply invented progression or an additional unit.
Nursery and Reception entries reflect the school's current Understanding the World provision and are labelled as EYFS foundations rather than National Curriculum science units. Related learning is recorded in its most relevant science strand so that it appears once.
Working scientifically is taught through substantive science. Teachers should choose enquiries because they help pupils answer worthwhile questions and understand the content, not simply to complete an activity or an enquiry type.
Contents
Part 1 Whole school curriculum overview
Part 2 Substantive knowledge progression
Plants
Animals including humans
Living things and their habitats
Evolution and inheritance
Materials and matter
Seasonal changes
Forces and magnets
Light
Sound
Electricity
Earth and space
Part 3 Working scientifically progression
Part 4 Enquiry type coverage
Important curriculum notes
• Schools must set out their science curriculum year by year and make it available online.
• Although the DfE presents content by year, schools are required to secure the relevant programme by the end of each key stage and may adjust timing within that key stage.
• All five enquiry types should be experienced across a broad curriculum: observing over time; pattern seeking; identifying, classifying and grouping; comparative and fair testing; and research using secondary sources.
• Safety and appropriate risk assessment remain part of planning for every practical activity.

Lent Rise School   Primary Science Progression Map




	Version 1.2   6 October 2026
	Page 1


Part 1 Whole school curriculum overview
The half-term sequence shows the science-related learning taught from Nursery to Year 6. EYFS learning is embedded within Understanding the World topics and provision; Years 1 to 6 use named science units. Detailed knowledge appears once in Part 2, with working scientifically in Part 3.
	Year
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Nursery
	Self and similarities
	Body parts and senses
	Food origins
	Animals, habitats and life cycles
	Environment and living things
	Plants, growth and life cycles

	Reception
	Body, senses and human growth
	
	Animals, habitats and contrasting environments
	Growth, seasons and weather
	
	Healthy food, growth, life cycles and environmental change

	Year 1
	Seasonal changes
	Animals including humans
Human body and five senses
	Animals including humans
	Everyday materials
	Plants
Common wild and garden plants; basic structure of flowering plants
	Plants
Deciduous and evergreen trees; sorting fruit and vegetables

	Year 2
	Animals including humans
Exercise, diet and hygiene
	Animals including humans
Offspring, growth and survival
	Living things and habitats
	Habitats and adaptation; everyday materials
	Uses of everyday materials
	Uses of everyday materials; plants

	Year 3
	Plants
	Rocks and soil
	Animals including humans
	Light and shadow
	Forces and magnets
	Forces and magnets

	Year 4
	Animals including humans
Digestion and teeth
	States of matter
	Sound
	Electricity
	Living things and their habitats
Classification and food chains
	Living things and their habitats
Environmental change and conservation

	Year 5
	Living things and organisms
	Materials and their properties
	Space
	Forces
	Ancient Greek Science
	Human development

	Year 6
	Light
	Electricity
	Evolution and inheritance; classification and adaptation
	Evolution and inheritance
Fossils and evidence
	Living things and their habitats
Microorganisms; animals including humans
Circulatory system
	Animals including humans
Healthy lifestyles; investigations
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Part 2 Substantive knowledge progression
Each strand shows knowledge in the years in which it is taught. EYFS statements are selected from the Nursery and Reception progression documents; statutory National Curriculum content is retained for Years 1 to 6. Blank rows remain blank rather than implying untaught intermediate steps.
Plants
Dedicated plant units develop naming, growth, structure, transport and reproduction. Later plant reproduction and classification are recorded within Living things and their habitats, with adaptation in Evolution and inheritance.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	Summer 2
	• Listen to and talk about traditional stories involving plants.
• Plant seeds and check how tall the plants grow.
• Talk about the life cycle of a plant.

	Reception
	Summer 2
	• Talk about the life cycles of plants and animals and what they need to survive.
• Make observations and express views about the environment.

	Year 1
	Summer 1
and 2
	Summer 1
• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants.
• Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants.
Summer 2
• Identify and name deciduous and evergreen trees, and identify and describe their basic structure.
• School addition: sort fruit and vegetables using observable features and everyday food groupings.

	Year 2
	Summer 2
	• Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants.
• Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy.

	Year 3
	Autumn 1
	• Identify and describe the functions of roots, stem or trunk, leaves and flowers in flowering plants.
• Explore plants' requirements for life and growth: air, light, water, nutrients from soil and room to grow, including how requirements vary between plants.
• Investigate how water is transported within plants.
• Explore the role of flowers in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	
	



Animals including humans
Pupils progress from identifying animals and body parts to explaining survival, nutrition, movement, digestion, development and circulation.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	Autumn 1 and 2; Spring 1 and 2
	• Identify similarities and differences between themselves and peers.
• Name body parts, describe simple functions and use the senses to explore.
• Talk about where foods and animal products such as eggs and wool come from.
• Compare farm and wild animals, categorise them by visible characteristics and talk about animal growth and life cycles.

	Reception
	Autumn 1; Spring 2; Summer 2
	• Name body parts and the senses and talk about how humans change from babies.
• Know that humans and other animals grow.
• Sort familiar foods as healthy or unhealthy.
• Talk about animal life cycles and what animals need to survive.

	Year 1
	Autumn 2;
Spring 1
	• Autumn 2: Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which body part is associated with each sense.
• Spring 1: Identify and name common fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
• Identify and name common carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.
• Describe and compare the structure of common animals, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals and pets.

	Year 2
	Autumn 1
and 2
	• Autumn 1: Describe why exercise, the right amounts of different types of food and hygiene are important for humans.
• Autumn 2: Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults.
• Describe the basic survival needs of animals, including humans: water, food and air.

	Year 3
	Spring 1
	• Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, cannot make their own food and obtain nutrition from what they eat.
• Identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement.

	Year 4
	Autumn 1;
Summer 1
	• Autumn 1: Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the human digestive system.
• Identify the different types of human teeth and describe their simple functions.
• Summer 1 within the habitats unit: Construct and interpret food chains and identify producers, predators and prey.

	Year 5
	Summer 2
	• Describe the changes that humans experience as they develop from birth to old age.

	Year 6
	Summer 1
and 2
	• Summer 1: Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.
• Describe how nutrients and water are transported within animals, including humans.
• Summer 2: Recognise how diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle affect the way bodies function.



Living things and their habitats
Pupils develop from first hand observation of living things to understanding habitats, interdependence, life cycles, reproduction and increasingly precise classification.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	Spring 2; Summer 1 and 2
	• Compare the habitats of farm and wild animals and make simple habitats using a range of resources.
• Recognise that different creatures live in different places and categorise animals by visible characteristics.
• Begin to understand the importance of looking after the environment and all living things.

	Reception
	Spring 1; Summer 2
	• Explore a range of habitats, including those of nocturnal animals, and talk about why animals live there.
• Compare features of the immediate environment with contrasting environments.
• Talk about plant and animal life cycles, survival needs and observed environmental change.

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	Spring 1
and 2
	• Explore and compare things that are living, dead and have never been alive.
• Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited; describe how habitats meet the basic needs of plants and animals and how living things depend on one another.
• Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats.
• Describe how animals obtain food from plants and other animals, use a simple food chain and identify different food sources.

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	Summer 1
and 2
	Summer 1
• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.
• Explore and use classification keys to group, identify and name living things in the local and wider environment.
Summer 2
• Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes endanger living things.
• School addition: consider ways to protect environments and conserve living things.

	Year 5
	Autumn 1
	• Describe differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird.
• Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals.

	Year 6
	Spring 1;
Summer 1
	Spring 1
• Describe how living things are classified into broad groups using common observable characteristics and similarities and differences, including plants and animals.
• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals using specific characteristics.
Summer 1
• Extend classification of living things to include micro-organisms.



Evolution and inheritance
Evolution and inheritance is taught in Year 6. Relevant earlier foundations remain in their own taught units, including offspring, habitats, fossils and reproduction; they are not repeated here as additional evolution teaching.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	
	

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	Spring 1
and 2
	Spring 1
• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but offspring normally vary and are not identical to their parents.
• Identify how animals and plants are adapted to their environments in different ways and understand that adaptation may lead to evolution.
Spring 2
• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about organisms that lived millions of years ago.



Materials and matter
Pupils progress from naming and comparing materials to explaining physical properties, rocks, states, reversible change, separation and the formation of new materials.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	
	

	Year 1
	Spring 2
	• Distinguish objects from the materials from which they are made.
• Identify and name everyday materials: wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.
• Describe simple physical properties of everyday materials.
• Group everyday materials by their simple physical properties.

	Year 2
	Spring 2;
Summer 1
and 2
	• Compare the suitability of wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for different uses.
• Describe how some solid objects change shape when squashed, bent, twisted or stretched.

	Year 3
	Autumn 2
	• Compare and group different rocks using appearance and simple physical properties.
• Describe in simple terms how fossils form when things that have lived are trapped within rock.
• Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.

	Year 4
	Autumn 2
	• Compare and group materials as solids, liquids or gases.
• Observe changes of state when materials are heated or cooled and measure or research the temperatures in degrees Celsius.
• Identify evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and link evaporation rate with temperature.

	Year 5
	Autumn 2
	• Group materials by hardness, solubility, transparency, electrical and thermal conductivity and magnetic response.
• Describe dissolving as forming a solution and explain how to recover a dissolved substance.
• Separate mixtures using knowledge of solids, liquids and gases: filtering, sieving or evaporating.
• Use comparative and fair-test evidence to justify uses of metals, wood and plastic.
• Recognise dissolving, mixing and changes of state as reversible.
• Explain that changes forming new materials are usually irreversible, including burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda.

	Year 6
	
	



Seasonal changes
The named Seasonal changes unit is taught in Year 1 Autumn 1. Its curriculum content requires observations across all four seasons; the timing of those observations should be confirmed with Year 1.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	Spring 2 and Summer 2
	• Talk about changes observed in the environment.
• Discuss daily weather and the seasons using appropriate vocabulary.

	Year 1
	Autumn 1
	• Observe changes across the four seasons.
• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies.

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	
	



Forces and magnets
Pupils move from noticing pushes, pulls and movement to explaining contact and non contact forces, magnetism, resistance, gravity and force multiplying mechanisms.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	
	

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	Summer
	• Compare how objects move on different surfaces.
• Notice that some forces require contact between two objects while magnetic forces can act at a distance.
• Observe magnets attracting or repelling one another and attracting some materials but not others.
• Compare and group materials according to whether they are attracted to a magnet and identify magnetic materials.
• Describe magnets as having two poles.
• Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel according to the poles facing one another.

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	Spring 2; Summer 1
	Spring 2
• Explain that unsupported objects fall towards Earth because gravity acts between Earth and the falling object.
• Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction between moving surfaces.
Summer 1 — Ancient Greek Science
• Recognise that mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater effect.

	Year 6
	
	



Light
Pupils progress from sensory exploration of light and shadow to explaining reflection, shadow formation, straight line travel and how light enters the eye.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	Across the year
	• Notice light, dark, reflection and shadows in familiar indoor and outdoor contexts.
• Describe what changes when a light source, object or surface is moved.
• Learn never to look directly at the sun or other very bright light sources.

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	Spring 2
	• Recognise that light is needed to see and that darkness is the absence of light.
• Notice that light is reflected from surfaces.
• Recognise that sunlight can be dangerous and identify ways to protect the eyes.
• Recognise that a shadow forms when light from a source is blocked by an opaque object.
• Find patterns in how the size of shadows changes.

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	Autumn 1
	• Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines.
• Use straight line travel to explain that objects are seen because they emit or reflect light into the eye.
• Explain that light travels from sources to the eyes, or from sources to objects and then to the eyes.
• Use straight line travel to explain why shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them.



Sound
Pupils develop from listening and making sounds to explaining vibration, transmission through a medium, pitch, volume and distance.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	Across the year
	• Listen carefully to sounds in the environment and describe similarities and differences.
• Make and change sounds with voices, instruments and everyday objects, noticing simple cause and effect.

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	Spring 1
	• Identify how sounds are made and associate some sounds with something vibrating.
• Recognise that sound vibrations travel through a medium to the ear.
• Find patterns between pitch and features of the object producing a sound.
• Find patterns between volume and the strength of the vibrations producing a sound.
• Recognise that sounds become fainter as distance from the source increases.

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	
	



Electricity
Pupils move from safe cause and effect exploration to constructing complete series circuits and then explaining how cells and components alter circuit behaviour.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	Across the year — technology link
	• Operate simple equipment and electronic devices to complete a task.
• Notice that pressing, lifting or using controls can cause sound, movement or a new image.

	Reception
	Across the year
	• Explore safe battery-operated toys and devices, noticing that an action can cause a light, movement or sound.
• Use simple safety rules around electrical items and distinguish adult-controlled mains electricity from safe classroom equipment.

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	Spring 2
	• Identify common appliances that run on electricity.
• Construct a simple series circuit and identify its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers.
• Identify whether a lamp will light by checking that it forms part of a complete loop with a battery.
• Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and link this to whether a lamp lights.
• Recognise some common electrical conductors and insulators and associate metals with being good conductors.

	Year 5
	
	

	Year 6
	Autumn 2
	• Associate lamp brightness or buzzer volume with the number and voltage of cells in the circuit.
• Compare and explain variations in component function, including bulb brightness, buzzer loudness and switch position.
• Use recognised symbols to represent a simple circuit in a diagram.



Earth and space
Pupils build from observing day, night and seasonal change to explaining Earth's rotation and the relative movements and shapes of the sun, Earth and moon.
	Year
	Teaching
time
	Knowledge and progression focus

	Nursery
	
	

	Reception
	Across the year
	• Notice and describe day and night, the sun and moon, seasonal change and simple patterns in the sky.
• Use stories, images and first hand observation to ask questions while following explicit sun safety rules.

	Year 1
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	

	Year 4
	
	

	Year 5
	Spring 1
	• Describe the movement of Earth and the other planets relative to the sun in the solar system.
• Describe the movement of the moon relative to Earth.
• Describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies.
• Use Earth's rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.

	Year 6
	
	



Lent Rise School   Primary Science Progression Map


	Version 1.2   6 October 2026
	Page 1


Part 3 Working scientifically progression
The EYFS foundations below show how Nursery experiences develop into Reception observation, questioning, comparison and communication. The National Curriculum then groups working scientifically expectations into Years 1 and 2, Years 3 and 4, and Years 5 and 6; the later tables divide those end points into school milestones.
EYFS foundations
	Aspect
	Nursery foundation
	Reception foundation

	Questions
	Respond to adult prompts and begin to talk about what they notice.
	Ask simple questions about the familiar and natural world and respond to what, how and why prompts.

	Exploration
	Use the senses, simple equipment and a range of resources to explore the world and make things happen.
	Explore familiar and contrasting environments and use simple resources, maps and first-hand experiences to find out more.

	Observation
	Notice visible features and begin to compare people, animals, habitats, growth and change.
	Make observations of animals, plants, weather and environmental change and identify similarities and differences.

	Recording
	Represent observations through talk, self-portraits, body drawings, models and simple practical activity.
	Talk, draw or write about observed changes and express views about the environment.

	Reasoning
	Sort and categorise familiar animals using visible characteristics and make simple comparisons.
	Use observations to explain simple choices, compare environments and discuss why animals are suited to particular habitats.

	Communication
	Use newly introduced vocabulary to talk about the body, senses, animals, habitats, plants and growth.
	Use increasingly precise vocabulary to describe senses, habitats, seasons, weather, life cycles, growth and change.



Key stage 1 progression
Year 1 establishes supported routines. By the end of Year 2 pupils should meet the full key stage 1 working scientifically expectations.
	Aspect
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Questions and enquiry choice
	Ask simple questions with adult modelling and recognise that a question can be answered by looking, sorting, testing or finding information.
	Pose own simple questions and, with support, choose a suitable way to answer them from more than one possible enquiry type.

	Prediction and planning
	Say what might happen from everyday experience and follow a simple demonstrated method.
	Make a simple prediction, help decide what to change or observe and suggest what should be kept the same in a comparison.

	Observation and measurement
	Observe closely using senses and simple equipment such as hand lenses, timers and rulers with support.
	Choose from familiar simple equipment, observe change over time and measure with increasing care using agreed units.

	Recording and presenting
	Gather information and record it through labelled drawings, photographs, tallies or simple shared tables.
	Create simple tables or charts with support, label observations clearly and record enough data to answer the question.

	Interpreting and concluding
	Use observations and ideas to suggest an answer and state what happened in a simple test.
	Identify simple patterns or differences, use observations to answer the question and compare findings with the prediction.

	Research and communication
	Ask people and use simple books, images or videos; talk about findings using familiar scientific vocabulary.
	Use an appropriate simple source with support and communicate findings in speech, writing, drawing or a display.



Lower key stage 2 progression
Year 3 introduces the lower key stage 2 repertoire. By the end of Year 4 pupils should use it with greater independence and control.
	Aspect
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Questions and enquiry choice
	Ask relevant questions and choose from familiar enquiry types with guidance, explaining the purpose in simple terms.
	Formulate relevant questions and select an appropriate enquiry type with growing independence, including when a fair test is needed.

	Prediction and planning
	Make a prediction using prior knowledge and help set up a simple practical enquiry, comparative test or fair test.
	Plan a simple enquiry, identify what will change, be measured and be kept the same, and suggest how to improve the method.

	Observation and measurement
	Make systematic, careful observations and use standard units with a range of equipment, including thermometers.
	Select suitable equipment and units, read scales accurately and use data loggers or repeated observations where appropriate.

	Recording and presenting
	Gather, classify and record data using notes, simple tables, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys and bar charts.
	Choose a clear format and present data using tables, bar charts, time graphs, labelled diagrams and classification keys.

	Interpreting and evaluating
	Identify differences, similarities and changes, draw a simple conclusion and use straightforward evidence to answer the question.
	Identify patterns and relationships, draw conclusions, predict new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions.

	Research and communication
	Recognise when a secondary source may answer a question that cannot be investigated practically; report findings orally or in writing.
	Select suitable secondary sources and communicate explanations, results and conclusions using relevant scientific language for an audience.



Upper key stage 2 progression
Year 5 establishes planning and evaluation routines. By the end of Year 6 pupils should meet the full upper key stage 2 expectations with justified decisions.
	Aspect
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Questions and enquiry choice
	Raise different kinds of scientific questions and select a suitable enquiry, explaining why it is appropriate.
	Refine investigable questions, justify the chosen enquiry and method and recognise when more than one approach or source is needed.

	Prediction variables and planning
	Use scientific knowledge to predict and identify the independent, dependent and important control variables in a fair test.
	Plan a valid enquiry, explain how variables will be controlled, consider risk, repetition and limitations, and adapt the method when needed.

	Measurement and precision
	Choose scientific equipment and take measurements with increasing accuracy and precision, including repeat readings when appropriate.
	Choose equipment and scale resolution deliberately, take repeat readings and explain how these choices improve the quality of evidence.

	Recording and presenting
	Record increasingly complex data using scientific diagrams, labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar charts and line graphs.
	Select and construct the most informative representation, use appropriate scales and labels and present data clearly for the intended audience.

	Interpreting and evaluating
	Identify patterns and possible causal relationships, draw conclusions from data and comment on whether results can be trusted.
	Explain causal relationships cautiously, identify anomalies and limitations, evaluate confidence in conclusions and propose useful further work.

	Evidence and communication
	Use results to predict and plan further tests; report conclusions and explanations and begin to distinguish scientific evidence from opinion.
	Use evidence to support or refute ideas and arguments, compare the usefulness of sources and communicate a justified scientific explanation.
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Part 4 Enquiry type coverage
These enquiry examples support planning within the year-group units. They are choices for teachers, not additional scheduled units or evidence that an enquiry has already been taught. Select the enquiry that best supports the science content and develop the full range across the curriculum.
	Enquiry type
	Purpose

	Observing over time
	Repeated observations reveal gradual, cyclical or developmental change.

	Pattern seeking
	Measurements or observations are compared to identify a relationship when variables may not be fully controlled.

	Identifying classifying and grouping
	Features or properties are used to organise, identify and justify categories.

	Comparative and fair testing
	Outcomes are compared; in a fair test one variable is changed while relevant variables are controlled.

	Research using secondary sources
	Reliable information, images or data are used when direct practical enquiry is unsuitable or insufficient.



Year group enquiry examples
	Year
	Observe over time
	Seek patterns
	Identify and classify
	Compare and fair test
	Use secondary sources

	Nursery
	Watch planted seeds grow
	Notice similarities and differences in people and growing things
	Sort farm and wild animals by visible features
	Compare animal habitats and growth
	Use stories and simple information books about animals and plants

	Reception
	Observe weather, seasonal signs and life-cycle change
	Notice patterns in growth, weather and environmental change
	Sort healthy foods and group animals by features or habitat
	Compare immediate and contrasting environments
	Use maps, images and information books to explore habitats and environments

	Year 1
	Weather day length and planted flowers
	Look for links between weather and seasonal observations
	Group common plants animals and materials
	Test materials for waterproofness or absorbency
	Use identification books for local species

	Year 2
	Seed bulb or offspring growth
	Compare microhabitat conditions with organisms found
	Living dead never alive and material suitability
	Compare plant conditions or material shapes and uses
	Research habitats food sources and simple food chains

	Year 3
	Plant growth water transport or shadow change
	Shadow size magnet strength or seed dispersal features
	Rocks soils magnetic materials and skeletons
	Test surfaces plant requirements or magnet strength
	Research fossils nutrition and animal skeletons

	Year 4
	Evaporation or environmental change
	Pitch volume sound distance and circuit behaviour
	Living things states of matter conductors and insulators
	Test sound insulation evaporation or circuit materials
	Research environmental change digestion and teeth

	Year 5
	Dissolving life cycles or changes in materials
	Link resistance to shape or material and compare astronomical data
	Group materials by multiple properties and compare life cycles
	Test air or water resistance friction or material performance
	Research the solar system reproduction and scientists' work

	Year 6
	Shadow position or pulse rate recovery
	Circuit output shadow relationships or body data
	Use classification systems for micro-organisms plants and animals
	Test circuits light behaviour or recovery rate with controlled variables
	Evaluate evidence about evolution health and classification
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