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Purpose and interpretation
This companion to the half-termly Music Curriculum Progression Map shows how musical learning develops across the school. Years 1–6 are synthesised from the 36 Charanga Model Music Curriculum (MMC) unit summaries supplied for this project. The statements below are curriculum progression descriptions, not verbatim Charanga assessment outcomes or guaranteed attainment statements.
Nursery and Reception are indicative, flexible developmental descriptions aligned with the statutory EYFS framework, particularly Expressive Arts and Design, and informed by Development Matters. They are not prescribed termly units or assertions about specific classroom practice. The DfE Model Music Curriculum provides non-statutory context for progression beyond EYFS.
Implementation context: class music lessons are planned for approximately 30–45 minutes weekly in Years 1–6, supported by Wednesday singing assemblies for KS1 and KS2. Singing and listening run through the Charanga units; each unit also offers playing, improvising, composing, an assessment checkpoint and a Step 6 performance opportunity.
Progression by musical strand
Singing and vocal expression
	Nursery
	Join in familiar songs and rhymes; explore sounds with the voice.

	Reception
	Sing familiar songs and rhymes with increasing confidence; respond through voice and movement.

	Year 1
	Sing together while finding a steady beat; explore high and low sounds, and participate in a class concert.

	Year 2
	Sing in groups and alongside instruments; combine pulse, rhythm and pitch and communicate musical stories.

	Year 3
	Sing as part of a band; explore simple song structure and optional notation; prepare a confident performance.

	Year 4
	Use singing to communicate mood, meaning and expression; explore musical structures and perform confidently.

	Year 5
	Sing in different styles and grooves; recognise melody and harmony and how voices combine in musical textures.

	Year 6
	Sing expressively in ensembles, listening to others, following leadership and using dynamic contrasts.



Listening and musical appreciation
	Nursery
	Notice, imitate and respond to environmental, vocal and instrumental sounds.

	Reception
	Listen and respond to contrasting music through movement, singing and talk.

	Year 1
	Listen attentively to long/short, high/low and loud/quiet sounds; respond physically and musically.

	Year 2
	Identify instrumental sounds and explore how simultaneous pitches create harmony; respond to expressive contrasts.

	Year 3
	Explore musical styles, dynamics and structures; recognise how sections repeat or contrast.

	Year 4
	Identify how timbre, tempo, dynamics and articulation communicate mood; explore musical structures.

	Year 5
	Compare styles, grooves, tempos and textures; distinguish melodic lines from accompanying harmonies.

	Year 6
	Distinguish live and digital sounds; explore social contexts of styles, chordal accompaniment and expressive devices.



Pulse, rhythm and tempo
	Nursery
	Explore beat and rhythm through rhymes, movement and playful repetition.

	Reception
	Move in time with music and explore simple rhythmic patterns.

	Year 1
	Find and maintain a steady pulse; distinguish longer and shorter sounds.

	Year 2
	Combine pulse and rhythm in performance; explore fast/slow contrasts in musical stories.

	Year 3
	Explore bars and time signatures in ensemble playing; recognise crotchets and minims as introduced symbols.

	Year 4
	Use changes in tempo and articulation to express feelings and shape musical performance.

	Year 5
	Explore grooves and a range of tempos when singing and playing different styles.

	Year 6
	Maintain ensemble coordination while shaping expressive tempo and dynamic choices.



Pitch, melody and harmony
	Nursery
	Explore high and low vocal and instrumental sounds.

	Reception
	Experiment with pitch and melodic patterns through songs and play.

	Year 1
	Explore high/low pitch and create very simple melodies.

	Year 2
	Use pitch alongside pulse and rhythm; recognise harmony as notes sounding together.

	Year 3
	Explore pitch representation on the stave; create melodies and hear how simultaneous notes add harmony.

	Year 4
	Explore a tonic or home note and musical resolution in collaborative composition.

	Year 5
	Distinguish melody from harmony; explore how chords accompany a melody.

	Year 6
	Explore how chordal accompaniments make compositions harmonically interesting.



Playing and ensemble skills
	Nursery
	Explore instruments and sound-makers individually and with others.

	Reception
	Use instruments purposefully and join in simple shared musical activities.

	Year 1
	Play together, following a beat and responding to the group.

	Year 2
	Explore orchestra and ensemble roles, listening and playing together.

	Year 3
	Play in a band; explore bars, time signatures and optional reading of simple instrumental parts.

	Year 4
	Play with expressive timbre and dynamics; rehearse and perform simple band parts where appropriate.

	Year 5
	Play in styles with different grooves and tempos; develop band and ensemble confidence.

	Year 6
	Read a notated instrumental part as part of ensemble work; follow a leader, listen closely and shape crescendos and decrescendos.



Improvising and composing
	Nursery
	Experiment with sounds and make simple choices in musical play.

	Reception
	Create, adapt and share sounds and musical ideas through voice, movement and instruments.

	Year 1
	Improvise new rhythms or melodies individually or together; create simple melodic ideas.

	Year 2
	Improvise independently with two or three notes; invent musical stories with expressive contrasts.

	Year 3
	Compose imaginative music and improvise within repeated or contrasting song sections.

	Year 4
	Compose with others; use expressive dynamics in improvisation and explore musical resolution.

	Year 5
	Explore chordal accompaniments (with extensions available); improvise using steps and larger melodic intervals.

	Year 6
	Explore chords in composition and extensions; shape improvisation with musical phrases, dynamics and gradual changes.



Notation, technology and musical vocabulary
	Nursery
	Encounter sound, song and beat language naturally through play.

	Reception
	Use words and gestures for musical contrasts; begin to communicate musical choices.

	Year 1
	Use pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, high/low and loud/quiet language in context.

	Year 2
	Use terms including orchestra, harmony, tempo and expressive contrasts.

	Year 3
	Explore symbols, stave, crotchets and minims; reading notation is optional in the Year 3 units.

	Year 4
	Explore musical structure, timbre, articulation, dynamics, key signature and tonic/home note.

	Year 5
	Explore melody, harmony, chord, texture, groove and interval; distinguish stepwise and skipping motion.

	Year 6
	Explore DAW and YuStudio music production; use notation in ensemble work and vocabulary including phrase, crescendo, decrescendo and diminuendo.



Half-termly curriculum reference — Years 1–6
This index preserves the Charanga unit titles and the source-derived unit focus. Vocabulary is suggested for planning, not quoted from a formal unit vocabulary list. Available note selections are options for playing, improvising and composing, not a checklist of notes every child must master.
Year 1
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
My Musical Heartbeat
	Find and keep a steady pulse through listening, singing and movement.
	pulse, beat, steady, march, clap.

	Autumn 2
Dance, Sing and Play!
	Explore rhythm as long and short sounds and pitch as high and low sounds while singing, dancing and playing.
	rhythm, pitch, long, short, high, low.

	Spring 1
Exploring Sounds
	Explore high/low, long/short and loud/quiet sounds; create very simple melodies.
	pitch, rhythm, loud, quiet, melody.

	Spring 2
Learning to Listen
	Listen attentively and respond to music through hearing, watching and feeling sound in the body.
	listen, sound, respond, instrument.

	Summer 1
Having Fun with Improvisation
	Create new rhythms or melodies by improvising individually or in groups.
	improvise, melody, rhythm, create.

	Summer 2
Let's Perform Together!
	Plan a concert and perform songs learnt during the year through singing, dancing and playing.
	perform, concert, audience, rehearse.



Year 2
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch
	Revisit steady pulse, rhythm and pitch and explore how they combine in music.
	pulse, rhythm, pitch, beat.

	Autumn 2
Playing in an Orchestra
	Explore an orchestra and the importance of playing together in an ensemble.
	orchestra, ensemble, instrument, together.

	Spring 1
Inventing a Musical Story
	Explore how loud/soft, fast/slow, smooth/connected and short/detached sounds and instrumental timbres tell stories and convey feelings.
	dynamics, tempo, articulation, timbre, story.

	Spring 2
Recognising Different Sounds
	Recognise voices and instruments and explore harmony when different pitches sound together.
	voice, instrument, pitch, harmony.

	Summer 1
Exploring Improvisation
	Improvise independently using, for example, two or three notes.
	improvise, note, melody, solo.

	Summer 2
Our Big Concert
	Choose, introduce and perform songs; explain musical learning to an audience.
	concert, audience, introduce, perform.



Year 3
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
Writing Music Down
	Explore how rhythm and pitch can be represented on a stave; encounter crotchets and minims. Reading notation is offered as an option.
	notation, stave, crotchet, minim, pitch.

	Autumn 2
Playing in a Band
	Play together; explore time signatures, bars and harmony; optionally read simple notated instrumental parts.
	band, time signature, bar, harmony, notation.

	Spring 1
Compose Using Your Imagination
	Compose melodies and select sounds to represent an imagined story or scene.
	compose, melody, imagination, sound.

	Spring 2
More Musical Styles
	Explore contrasting styles and changes in dynamics, including forte and piano.
	style, dynamics, forte, piano.

	Summer 1
Enjoying Improvisation
	Recognise changing and repeated sections, introductions, verses and choruses; improvise within a song section.
	improvise, structure, introduction, verse, chorus.

	Summer 2
Opening Night
	Plan and present a confident performance, with optional simple band parts and awareness of songs’ contexts.
	performance, band, audience, confidence.



Year 4
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
Musical Structures
	Identify repetition and contrast in musical sections, including alternating verses and choruses.
	structure, form, repeat, verse, chorus.

	Autumn 2
Exploring Feelings When You Play
	Explore how musical effects emphasise lyrics and convey mood.
	lyrics, mood, expression, effect.

	Spring 1
Compose with Your Friends
	Compose collaboratively; explore the tonic pitch or home note and the sense of resolution.
	compose, tonic, home note, resolve.

	Spring 2
Feelings Through Music
	Explore how dynamics, tempo, articulation and instrumental sounds communicate emotions.
	dynamics, tempo, articulation, timbre.

	Summer 1
Expression and Improvisation
	Use changes in dynamics to make improvisations more expressive.
	improvise, dynamics, expression.

	Summer 2
The Show Must Go On!
	Prepare and introduce a performance with understanding of the songs and their connections; optional simple band parts.
	perform, introduce, audience, ensemble.



Year 5
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
Melody and Harmony in Music
	Distinguish successive melody notes from simultaneous harmony; listen for voices and instruments creating each.
	melody, harmony, chord, voice.

	Autumn 2
Sing and Play in Different Styles
	Sing and play in varied styles and grooves; explore steady and changing tempo.
	style, groove, tempo, ensemble.

	Spring 1
Composing and Chords
	Explore chords as simultaneous pitches and create accompaniment; chord extension activities are available.
	chord, accompaniment, compose, harmony.

	Spring 2
Enjoying Musical Styles
	Explore texture as layers of voices and instruments across musical styles.
	texture, layer, voice, instrument.

	Summer 1
Freedom to Improvise
	Explore intervals and develop improvisation using stepwise and skipping melodic movement.
	interval, step, skip, improvise.

	Summer 2
Battle of the Bands!
	Choose and present a confident performance in groups or as a class, considering the audience.
	band, audience, repertoire, presentation.



Year 6
	Term and unit
	Musical knowledge / skills focus
	Suggested vocabulary

	Autumn 1
Music and Technology
	Distinguish live and digital sounds and explore the role of digital audio workstations; YuStudio projects offer production learning.
	DAW, digital, live, production.

	Autumn 2
Developing Ensemble Skills
	Read a notated part, listen and follow a leader; use expression and gradual dynamic changes.
	ensemble, notation, crescendo, decrescendo.

	Spring 1
Creative Composition
	Explore chord-based harmony and accompaniment; La Bamba and Disco Fever extension activities are referenced.
	chord, harmony, accompaniment, compose.

	Spring 2
Musical Styles Connect Us
	Explore how musical styles developed from social themes and connect communities and cultures.
	style, culture, community, connection.

	Summer 1
Improvising with Confidence
	Shape musical ideas through phrasing and dynamic changes including crescendo and diminuendo.
	phrase, dynamics, crescendo, diminuendo.

	Summer 2
Farewell Tour
	Select music representing the class; plan and present a final performance in bands, groups or as a class.
	repertoire, ensemble, performance, audience.



Curriculum safeguards and review points
Year 3 unit summaries introduce reading notation as an option; the progression should not imply compulsory fluent notation reading at this stage.
Year 5 composing-and-chords and Year 6 creative-composition units identify additional chord work in extension activities. Do not present extension activities as universal core outcomes.
Musical notes shown in the separate half-termly map are available selections, not prescribed attainment scales.
Confirm any school-specific Nursery/Reception activities and review this document against current statutory EYFS guidance and the school’s adopted Charanga materials before approval.
Source basis
Primary: Charanga Model Music Curriculum v2 unit summaries, Years 1–6 (36 units, supplied by the school). Supporting school reference: Lent Rise Music Curriculum Progression Map, working draft October 2026. EYFS reference points: DfE statutory EYFS framework and Development Matters (non-statutory); DfE Model Music Curriculum (non-statutory).
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